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SUBJECT: SECRETARY BROWN'S LETTER OF AUGUST 27. 1977 
TO FRG DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF UNCLASSIFED LETTER FROM SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE BROWN TO FRG DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER WHICH RE- 
SPONDS TO FRG INTIMATIONS CONVEYED BY MAJOR GENERAL 
BRANDT. MOD CHIEF OF POLITICO-MILITARY AFFAIRS AND 
OPERATIONS, DURING HIS VISIT TO DOD AUGUST 17. BRANDT 
HINTED THAT MINISTER LEBER WOULD FIND SUCH LETTER 
HIGHLY USEFUL IN BUNDESTAG DEBATE ON SECURITY ISSUES 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 8. 

2. DOD HAS TRANSMITTED SIGNED ORIGINAL OF LETTER TO 
FRG EMBASSY HERE TODAY IN ACCORD WITH FRG REQUEST 
THAT ORIGINAL OF LETTER REACH BONN BY SEPTEMBER 1. 
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3. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR GEORG, 

BECAUSE OF RECENT PRESS SPECULATION ABOUT US POLICY TOWARDS 
THE DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE, I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL FOR ME TO REPEAT TO YOU PERSONALLY OUR BASIC 
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COMMITMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS YOU KNOW. THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS STATEMENTS FROM 
OFFICIALS IN THIS ADMINISTRATION, BEGINNING WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER, REAFFIRMING OUR FULL COMMITMENT TO NATO AND TO 
ITS STRATEGY OF FORWARD DEFENSE AND FLEXIBLE RESPONSE. 
WE ALSO SHARE WITH YOU AND OUR OTHER ALLIES THE 
FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS WHICH UNDERGIRD THE ALLIANCE'S 
EFFORTS IN THE LONG-TERM DEFENSE INITIATIVES. MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, OUR EFFORTS-INCLUDING THE EXTENSIVE 
DEPLOYMENTS OF US FORCES IN EUROPE-SPEAK ELOQUENTLY 
TO THE EXTENT OF US RESOLVE. 

THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS COMPLETED ITS OVERALL REVIEW 
OF DEFENSE STRATEGY, AND YOU CAN, WITHOUT RESERVATION, 
EXPRESS YOUR FIRM UNDERSTANDING THAT THE US STANDS WITH 
YOU AND THE OTHER NATO ALLIES IN OUR DEDICATION TO THE 
TOTAL DEFENSE OF THE POLITICAL INTEGRITY, AND ALL OF 
THE TERRITORY, OF THE ALLIANCE. I WILL SUPPORT YOU 
FULLY SHOULD ANYONE QUESTION THAT BELIEF. 

I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REITERATE THE FIRM AND 
BASIC COMMITMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ALL OF OUR 
NATO PARTNERS. 

SINCERELY, HAROLD. 
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END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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